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ORINDA

See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
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ORINDA Meetings

City Council

Tuesday, Sept. 1, 7:15 p.m.
Regular Meeting

By Teleconference Only

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Aug. 25, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

Finance Advisory Committee

Regular Meeting
Thursday, Aug. 26, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

* HARDWOODS
¢ CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS !

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd

in Lafayette
925-284-4440

lamarindafloors. com

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, August 19, 2020

3619 Lincoln Way, Lafayette
4 Bed 2Bath 1878 Sq Ft
Sold for $1,650,000

265 Sandringham Dr N, Moraga

4 Bed 25Bath 2,696 Sq Ft
Sold for $1,635,000

COMPASS

Equal Housir
e or with

Dana Reedy
415.205.8050

DRE 01880723

Just Sold!

And coming soon... a charming classic
rancher in Moragal!

JD | Broker Associate

dana@danareedyhomes.com

Community involvement helps bring outdoor

creakside seating to Genuine Goodness

Genuine Goodness owners Donna Pickthale and Diane Eames
enjoy their new outdoor seating area.

By Sora O'Doherty

An outpouring of community
support has given Genuine
Goodness a new outdoor
seating area, located below
the small restaurant down
beside San Pablo Creek in
Orinda. Genuine Goodness
co-owners Donna Pickthale
and Diane Eames spoke with
Orinda Senior Planner Adam
Foster about the idea of pro-
viding outdoor seating and
found the city to be enthusi-
astic and cooperative. When
they were wondering how to
organize funding to get the
dining area set up, it was

suggested to them that they
just ask, because there was so
much love for them in the
community. Both materials
and labor were supplied to
them by donations and vol-
unteers, and the seating area
is now ready for business.
After talking with Foster,
the co-owners did a Zoom
meeting with the city council
and got the approval of their
landlord. Architect Lara
Dutto volunteered her work
to help them create a plan.
Orinda residents and cus-
tomers, including neighbor-
ing businesses provided ta-
bles and chairs, huge sun
umbrellas, outdoor rugs and

Photo Sora O'Doherty

planters and plants. They
volunteered to put the furni-
ture together and fill the
planters.

The Friends of Orinda
Creeks were very enthusias-
tic, according to Pickthale
and Eames, and provided
lists of appropriate native
plants to landscape the
creekside where last year Pa-
cific Gas and Electric Co. took
down large trees. Friends
volunteered to clear the
wilderness of weeds that had
grown up after the trees were
removed, and Girl Scouts
volunteered to plant the new
plants.

Rising Miramonte senior
Reese Whipple organized a
large mural on a canvas tarp
which was painted by local
children. Whipple helped
them paint the riparian
scenery and animals that can
be found in creeks. She
blocked out the basic struc-
ture of the mural, the creek
and plantings, then helped
the children to fill it in. The
mural is done in an impres-
sionistic style and was com-
pleted over a number of
weekends.

When coronavirus and
shelter-in-place orders hit
suddenly last March, busi-
ness owners were unpre-
pared for the sudden shift in
how they could conduct their
businesses, if at all. The
owners of Genuine Goodness

say that they did what they
always do in a crisis: they sat
down and came up with a
creative solution. Seeing
what was going on with the
restaurants in other cities,
they launched their “take and
bake” menu, providing ready
to cook meals for families
who were suddenly busy be-
ing teachers, housekeepers
and daycare, all while often
working from home full time.
With children back at school,
the owners hope to offer a
special kids’ lunch menu
soon.

They are highly con-
cerned about their own
health and safety, and have
been doing most of the work
alone, with only one staff
member to help. The exigen-
cies of the pandemic have
made their work exhausting,
but they are proud of what
they have achieved. The
restaurant will soon have a
new website, and customers
will be able to order online,
by telephone or in person,
then grab their food and eat
it down beside the creek.

Security cameras will
guard the new furnishings,
and the Orinda Police De-
partment will be driving by
to check things nightly. The
co-owners have a message
for Lamorinda: little things
can improve the appearance
of the community and help
businesses thrive.

Council discusses prohibiting parking on El
Toyonal on red flag days, adopts new fire code

By Sora O'Doherty

Although there may be some
latitude in how it will be en-
forced, the Orinda City Council

seems favorably disposed to
adopting a ban on parking on El
Toyonal on red flag days to en-
sure the ability of the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District to access
the area in the event of emer-

gency and also to facilitate
evacuation of residents, if
needed. After discussion, the
council continued the matter to
allow staff to come back with
some revisions at its next meet-

ing on Sept. 1. The council also
adopted the new fire code im-
mediately, while leaving open
the possibility of improvements
being adopted in the future.

... continued on Page A9

Re-Elect

Craig Jorgens

Businessman

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

Fire Safety is a Choice - Prioritize Prevention

B Endorsed by the Orinda FireWise Council representing
over 1000 North Orinda homes and growing

B Initiated MOFD Chipper program in 2018 (removed 190

tons of fuel in 2020)

Engineer

I’'m Craig Jorgens and I would
appreciate your vote to represent
North Orinda on the MOFD Board
so I can keep voting to make Orinda
more FireWise.

Founding member of Orinda FireWise Council (OFC)

Promoted sensors/cameras/software enabling early fire
detection and evacuation

HOA president, leading 150 acre open space fire prevention

effort

B BS in Engineering/Economics, MBA

Join me on the OFC Fire Insurance Townhall on
9/11/2020 www.OrindaFireWisecouncil.org

Re-Elect

ORGENS

www.Votelorgens.com
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